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NICENE CREED ; sometimes called the Constantino-politan Creed. This Creed was chiefly composed by the orthodox Fathers of the first general council of Nice, A.B. 325, to define the Christian faith, in opposition to the heresy of Arius. As sanctioned by this assembly, it ended with " I believe in the HOLY GHOST ;" the remainder was added by the second general council, held at Constantinople, A.D. 391, in which the heresy of Mace-donius, with regard to the divinity of the HOLY SPIRIT, was condemned. In the fifth century, the Western Churches added to this creed the words jfilioque, in conformity with the doctrine, that the HOLY SPIRIT proceeds from the SON, as well as from the FATHER.
NOCTURNS. Services anciently held during the night. In the Breviary, the Psalter is divided into portions consisting of nine Psalms, each of which portions is called a nocturn. These were designed to be read at these nightly assemblies, with other services appointed in order for the various nights.
NONCONFORMISTS. A name sometimes given to those who refuse to conform to the Church in England.
NoNJURORS. Those conscientious men who refused to renounce their oath of allegiance to King James the Second, and to transfer it to William, Prince of Orange and his wife. This body consisted of some of the most holy and consistent members of the Church of England at that time.
NOVATIANS. A sect of ancient heretics called also Puritans, which arose towards the close of the third century, and was named from Novation, a priest of Rome. Their doctrine was, that the Church had no power to receive sinners into its communion, as having no way of remitting sins but by Baptism; which once received could not be repeated. The two leaders, Novatian and Novatus, were declared heretics, not for excluding penitents from communion, but for denying that the Church had power to remit sins.
NUN. A woman who devotes herself, in a cloister or nunnery, to a religious life.
There were women, in the ancient Christian Church, who made public profession of virginity before the monastic life was known in the world, as appears from the